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Medicare Advantage plans 
Medical policy and criteria 

MEDICAL POLICY UPDATE 

Premera Blue Cross Medicare Advantage reviews all medical policies and criteria annually. 
The following updates are available on the Premera Medicare Advantage provider website 
at premera.com/wa/provider/medicare-advantage/. Simply click on  View medical and 
pharmacy policy updates located on the right side of the Medicare Advantage provider 
landing page. 

PREFERRED ERYTHROPOIESIS STIMULATING AGENTS (ESAs) FOR PREMERA MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2021. 

Retacrit (epoetin alfa-epbx) will be the preferred erythropoiesis stimulating agent and will not 
require prior authorization. 

Aranesp (darbepoetin alfa) and Procrit/Epogen (epoetin alfa) will be considered non-preferred 
and will require prior authorization. Aranesp and Procrit will require trial and failure with Retacrit 
or documentation of a medical reason why Retacrit cannot be used.  

The following products are non-preferred and will be added to the prior authorization list 
effective February 1, 2021.  

Non-Preferred HCPCS Code 

Aranesp J0881 

Epogen/Procrit J0885 

http://www.premera.com/wa/provider/medicare-advantage/
https://secure.healthx.com/v3app/publicservice/loginv1/login.aspx?bc=40a7a5e4-acba-401a-a7e0-ac17a04fde9a&serviceid=09809dd9-d008-4d28-b6c9-c34c091d9b2b
https://secure.healthx.com/v3app/publicservice/loginv1/login.aspx?bc=40a7a5e4-acba-401a-a7e0-ac17a04fde9a&serviceid=09809dd9-d008-4d28-b6c9-c34c091d9b2b
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